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Tripp Whetsell is an author, ghostwriter, journalist, editorial strategist and C-Suite content pro based in New York with particular strength in broad category nonfiction. This includes biographies, as-told-to memoirs/autobiographies and oral histories on subjects ranging from the performing arts, entertainment and popular culture (television, film, radio, comedy, music and theater), as well as real estate, entrepreneurship and small business. Regardless of the subject, he is a highly skilled storyteller adept at bringing a book from the conceptual stage to completion. 

Whetsell’s most recent project is Norman Lear: His Life and Times, the forthcoming and first-ever comprehensive biography of the legendary television producer and activist, to be published in 2024 by Applause Books, an imprint of Rowman and Littlefield. His last book, The Improv: An Oral History of the Comedy Club That Revolutionzied Stand-Up, written in collaboration with founder Budd Friedman with a Foreword by Jay Leno, was published in 2017 by BenBella Books with a simultaneous audio release from Tantor Media. 

Named one of the best comedy books of 2017 by The New York Times, the New York Post and ABC News, The Improv garnered significant additional print and electronic media coverage. This included a day-of-release mention by Jimmy Fallon on The Tonight Show and a full-length segment on CBS This Morning; stand-alone features, excerpts and reviews in The Hollywood Reporter, Variety, the Associated Press, The New York Times, New York Post, New York Daily News, Parade, Closer Weekly, The Daily Beast and the final print edition of The Village Voice; and personal appearances on Sirius XM, National Public Radio and most of the major comedy podcasts.

Additionally, The Improv received cover blurbs from talk show legend Dick Cavett; comedians Bill Maher, Richard Lewis and Robert Klein; Tom Shales, Pulitzer Prize-winning former television critic for The Washington Post and #1 bestselling co-author of Live from New York: An Uncensored History of Saturday Night Live and Those Guys Have All the Fun: Inside the World of ESPN; Richard Zoglin, former Time magazine theater critic and author of Comedy at the Edge: How Stand-Up in the 1970s Changed America, Hope: Entertainer of the Century and Elvis in Vegas: How the King Invented the Las Vegas Show; and Bill Knodelseder, author of 2010’s I’m Dying Up Here: Heartbreak and High Times in Stand-Up Comedy’s Golden Era that was the inspiration for the 2017 Showtime series. 
Whetsell is also the author of Father Still Knows Best: The Wit and Wisdom of America’s Favorite TV Dads and a celebrity joke book, both published by Kensington-Citadel Press. He has been represented by Peter Rubie of FinePrint Literary Management in New York since 2001 with an additional alliance with Creative Artists (CAA) in Los Angeles since 2019. 

As a journalist, Whetsell has written hundreds of entertainment related articles, celebrity profiles, features and reviews that have appeared both in print and online for such outlets as VanityFair.com, Variety, The Hollywood Reporter, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Vulture.com, TV Guide, Closer Weekly, New York magazine, the New York Post, New York Daily News, The Los Angeles Times and The Boston Globe. 

Whetsell has also written extensively about real estate, personal finance, small business, travel and entrepreneurship for The Wall Street Journal, the New York Daily News and Crain’s New York Business. In 2021, he collaborated with New York real estate developer, philanthropist and former Metropolitan Transportation Authority Chairman H. Dale Hemmerdinger on his memoir Rowing into the Wind. 

Whetsell is a graduate of Emerson College in Boston, where he has served on the affiliated faculty since 2019. He has also taken continuing education writing classes at Harvard and the New School. In addition to books, he is available to assist corporate clients with a wide variety of editorial projects, including blogging, book proposals, speeches, bylined articles, executive bios, white papers, annual reports, e-books, custom content, and editing. In this capacity, he has worked with both major corporations and start-ups in the real estate, business, legal, healthcare, technology, and professional services sectors. Whetsell currently divides his time between Manhattan and Westhampton Beach. 
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